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sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for-Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on the date indicated below. 



Thomas P. Vila, Jr. 
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Attorney Docket No. 17327 PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re Application of: Travis Hametiaux Art Unit: 3671 

Application No.: m&J'h^ Z o"| (oT? ^ 4 M ^ Examiner: Christopher J. Novosad 
Filing Date: October 2, 2003 Confiraiation No.: 9021 

Title: METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR BLOCKING AIR FROM.A SEED PLANTER 
PETITION TQ WITHDRAW HOLDING OF ABANDONMENT 

Mail Stop - Petitions 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Arlington, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

The Notice of Abandonment, mailed on August 19, 2004, indicates that the above- 
captioned patent application is abandoned due to applicant's alleged failure to timely reply to the 
OfBce Action of February 12, 2004. The Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP) allows 
an applicant to request reconsideration of a holding of abandonment when he or she disagrees on 
the basis that there is no abandonment in fact. MPEP § 71 1.03. In the present case, applicant 
(now Petitioner) timely filed a response to the outstanding Office Action bearing a Certificate of 
Mailing in full compliance with 37 CFR §1.8(a). Petitioner therefore requests that the holding of 
abandonment be withdrawn. 
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BACKGROUND 

The Patent Office mailed an Office Action on February 12, 2004. Petitioner filed a 
response on May 12. 2004. The response bears a Certificate of Mailing signed by a person with 
reasonable knowledge of the timely mailing of the response. A copy of that response bearing the 
Certificate of Mailing is attached. 

The Notice of Abandonment was issued on August 19, 2004, for failure to timely reply to 
tiie Office Action of February 12, 2004. 

PETITION 

In li^t of the foregoing. Petitioner hereby requests that the May 12. 2004 response be 
treated as timely filed and that the holding of abandonment be withdrawn. To the extent that the 
requirements of 37 CFR §1 .8(b) may not have been satisfied by previous submissions. Petitioner 
hereby: 

1. Supplies an additional copy of the previously mailed response and the 
certificate. 

2. Supplies an additional copy of tfie previously mailed telephone interview 
summary with Examiner Novosad. 

3. Includes a statement by Thomas P. Vita, Jr. attesting on personal 
knowledge to the previous timely mailing of the response. 

In light of the foregoing, grant of this Petition, withdrawal of ttie holding of 
abandonment, entry of the response, and forwarding of the response to the Examiner for 
consideration are believed to be in order and are respectfully requested.- 
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No fees are believed to be payable with this communication. Nevertheless, should the 
Examiner consider any other fees to be payment in conjunction with this or any fiiture 
communications, the Director is authorized to direct payment of such fees to Deposit Account 
No. 50-1170. 

Respectfully submitted. 



Dated: Januarv 30. 2006 




William 
Registration N 



BOYLE FREDRICKSON NEWHOLM 
STEIN & GRATZ S.C. 
250 East Wisconsin Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 
Telephone: (414) 225-9755 
Facsimile: (414)225-9753 
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Docket Nq. 17327 



IN THE UNITED CTATES PATE NT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



PATENT 



In re Application of: Travis Hametiaux 



An Unit: 3671* 



Serial No.: 10«-7W \^ {^^'^ ^"^"^^ 



Examiner: Christopher J. Novosad 



Filing Date: October 2, 2003 Confirmation No.: 9021 

Title: METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR BLOCKING AIR FROM A SEED PLANTER 



STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF PETITION 
TO WITHDRAW HOLDING OF ABANDONMENT 



Dear Sir: 

1, Thomas P. Vita, Jr.. hereby aver that: 

1. I am the legal assistant for William T. Kryger. the representative attorney in the 
above-c^tioned patent application; 

2. I assisted Mr. Kryger in the preparation of a response to the Office Action, dated 
May 12. 2004 Hhe Response"); 

3. As^indicated on the Response, I personally mailed the Response to the attention of 
Mr. Christopher Novosad at the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, on May 12, 2004; 

4. I assisted Mr, Kryger in the preparation of a telephone interview summary dated 
May 12, 2004; 

5. As indicated in the telephone interview summary, I personally mailed the 
telephone interview summary to the attention of Examiner Christopher Novosad at the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office, on May 12, 2004; and 

6. I have been warned that willful false statements and the like are punishable by 
fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. § 1001, and that such willful false statements and 
the like may jeopardize the validity of the application or document or any registration resulting 
therefrom, declare that all statements made of my own knowledge are true; and all statements 
made on information and belief are believed to be true. 




Thomas P. Vita, Jr. 



Date: Januarv 30. 2006 
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PTO/SB/21 (08-00) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651<X>31 
U.S. Patent and Tfademsil* Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



TI^ANSMITTAL 
FORM 

(to be used for aff conespondence after inWal fUing) 


Application Number 




Filing Date 


10/02/2003 


First Named Inventor 


Kametiaux 


Group Art Unit 


3671 


Examiner Name 


Christopher J. Novosad 


Total Number of Pages in This Submission 




Attorney Docket Number 


17327 



ENCLOSURES (check all that apply) 



□ After Allowance Communication 
to Group 

□ Appeal Communication to Board of 
Appeals and Interferences 

□ Appeal Communication to Group 
(Appe^ Notice, Brief, f^pty Brief) 

I I Proprietary Infomnation 

I I Status Letter 

Other Enclosure(s) (p/ease 
IXI identify below): 

-Petition to Withdraw Holding of 
Abandonment 

•Statement in Support of Petition 
-Copy of Reply filed 05/12/2004 
-Copy of Telephone Interview Summary 
-Return Postcard 



n Fee Transmittal Form 

n Fee Attached 
|~| Amendment / Reply 

I I After Final 

I I Affidavits/declaration(s) 

I I Extension of Time Request 
j — j Express Abandonment Request 

p-j Information Disclosure Statement 

□ Certified Copy of Priority 
Document(s) 



Response to Missing Parts/ 
Incomplete Application 

□ Response to Missing Parts 
under 37 CFR 1.52 or 1.53 



Assignment Papers 
(for ar} Application) 



□ 

n Drawing(s) { sheets) 

I I Llcensing-related Papers 
I I Petition 

□ Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 

□ Power of Attorney, Revocation 
Change of Correspondence 
Address 

I I Temiinal Disclaimer 
I I Request for Refund 
|~| CD, Number of CD(s) 



Remarks 



SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT. ATTORNEY. OR AGENT 



Firm 
or 

Individual name 



William T. Kryger 

Boyle Fredrickson Newholm Stein & Gratz. S.C. 
250 East W>eofisin Avenue. Suite 1030 
Milwau)<6e. W/ 53 202 




I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first dass 
mail in an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop. Box Response to Restriction Requirement, Conrunissioner 
for Patents. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 on this date: 



Type or printed rtame 



Thomas P. VUa. Jr 




Signature 



Date 



January 30, 2006 
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